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Introduction

Irony is a pedagogical category still little investigated from the
point of view of human sciences, even if it shows to be of great
educational interest, especially in training processes and in
relation to a postmodern mind. In Italy, irony has been brought
back to the center of the pedagogical debate since 2006, thanks
to scholars such as Cambi, Giambalvo, Becchi, Cives,
Madrussan, Mariani, Mortari, Muzi, Cagnolati and others, all
committed to highlighting its critical, deconstructive and
reflective character.

In the wake of the philosophy of mind studies, this research
wants to deepen and validate the remarks developed so far,
especially in relation to of a complex society.
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e investigates the use of irony by both, teachers and students,
in terms of awareness, self-perception and ability to see
things from a different perspective, to offer a cross-section of
reality of schools in this particular historical moment.
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More to the point, the research project wants to:

Identify the uses of irony within educational contexts;

e Analyze the teachers and students perception about this
pedagogical category;

¢ Investigate, starting from theoretical-pedagogical remarks, the
construct of irony and its multiple dimensions: epistemological,
cognitive and formative;

e Reflect on the importance of an ironic, metacognitive,
reflective, critical, able-to-deconstruct mind, in order to make
an individual able to face the complexity of the postmodern
society.
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Results

e Offering an overview of the reality of today-school,
understanding what is the link between Irony and the needs of
a complex society;

e Spotting the value indicators that qualify lrony as a
pedagogical and educational category.
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