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RESEARCH OVERVIEW

The research investigates the University of the Free Age (Florence) as a pedagogical device for later life, analysing how lifelong learning processes and life competences contribute to the care of ageing within a
public, implicit and multidimensional educational context. It examines the meanings, practices and forms of participation that emerge within this setting, focusing on how educational experiences shape later-life
trajectories. Through an exploratory mixed-methods design, the study aims to reconstruct the configuration, impacts and generative potential of this institutional experience, highlighting its role as a relational
environment that supports identity negotiation, participation and everyday forms of care in later life.
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