
Does school matter? SES, parents’ education level (EL) and
emergent literacy skills in Italian preschool children
Dr.ssa Oriana Incognito

>    Socioeconomic disadvantage corresponds 
to low children’s emergent literacy skills 
(Duncan & Seymour, 2000; Hartas, 2011).

>    Generally, SES has been defined in a 
number of ways (occupation of a child’s 
father, mother’s occupation or educational 
level, family income).

>    Few studies have been investigated effect 
of SES and EL, evaluated separately, in 
emergent literacy skills.

>    Few studies have been investigated this 
possible effect regarding contextual SES 
and EL (Weiland & Yoshikawa, 2014).
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Table 1. MANOVA summary results.

F λ P value

Invented spelling

SES .180 1.000 .83

EL .051 1.000 .82

Invented reading

SES .828 .991 .44

EL 7.998 .957 .005
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 Parents with a higher 

EL would give the child 

opportunities to 

increase their emergent 

reading skills (e.g. 

buying books, sharing 

the reading space)

 A culture-embedded 

environment increases 

these emergent skills, 

probably mediated by 

home literacy.

Who benefit from a certain 

type of extracurricular 

environment are more likely 

to have lower/higher results 

compared to a 

homogeneous educational 

plan (such as Italian plan 

school), also in children 

who speak a transparent 

orthography language 

(Pinto et al., 2017).

Discussion and conclusion
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