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To validate the ethnographic research and promote the assumption of collective responsibility of the
processes and outputs of the research a series of laboratories will be held, using participatory action
research to stimulate a reflection on the social enterprise’s working model based on the embodiment of
sustainability values and on mobilizing sustainability competences.

The empirical material for this study is being collected through a 1 year long ethnographic approach
featuring participant observation consisted in supporting the social enterprise in their work with
sustainability-related projects and events. Field notes were collected, setting out to gather an
understanding of the culture of the social enterprise and how sustainability initiatives are sustained in
practice. Unstructured interviews and group interviews are being carried out. To complement the notes,
data from the website and social media of the social enterprise as well as from private and public
documents were collected. 
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Data collection tools

rq 1 rq 2 

Which competences are needed by SE
Organisations to carry out sustainability

initiatives?

Which embedded educational processes
can awake the agency of SE

Organisations to contribute to
sustainability transformations? SE organisations in Sweden (TBC)

SE organisations in Italy (Cepiss, Pegaso
Network, Associazione La Barchetta,
Mediterranea, Scuola Paritaria per
l’Infanzia Margherita Fasolo)
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Content analysis: key constructs and negotiated meanings emerge, which are shared with the participants of the study. 
The research is disseminated for the benefit of both the scientific community and third parties (EdaForum and Forum del Terzo Settore).

hypothesisAREA OF INVESTIGATION

From a critical review on sustainability competences frameworks it
emerges that capacity building to adopt more sustainable practices is
needed within professional contexts of Social Economy (SE)
Organisations in which non formal and informal learning take place. 

Sustainability competences, applied by SE organisations, can
constitute a laverage point in sustainability transformations, if
they are made explicit, strengthened and brought to the
awareness of the organisations, through lifelong learning actions.

In a mixed methods design, emerging
methods are employed as qualitative
research and interpretative observational
research.  The strategy  continuously
adapts and refines itself considering  
emerging results of the study.
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promoting sustainability initiatives
Outcome: Professional standards guiding SE organisations in 
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Synthesis of sustainability competence frameworks 

a launch pad 
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empirical
research

Output: Final restitution through support in the drafting of the Bilancio Sociale oriented towards sustainability.
Outcome: Strengthening Proforma's identity in coherence with its values, vision, processes and initiatives.
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